8 She’s made 1t big
i a man’s world

C. STUMPO DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 15
ONE OF THE AREA'S LARGEST CONTRACTORS

NEWTON PROFILE

By Sherr Sape Snertl

CINDY STUMPT IS AN ATTRACTIVE, 42 YEAR-OLD ENTREPRENEUR, WIFE AND MOTHER who has made it big
in a mans world. As president of L. Stumpo Uevelopment Lorporation, she has been constr

tor 18 years and has become the largest contractor and residential builder in both Brookline and Newton
This year alone, the surte of companies she heads will be grossing approximately $30 million.
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on the role of apprentice, she explaing, “You can't just g0 out and o
i whaat 10 do 8o | asked them, "How aire we gaing 1o get this fo
work 7 o ‘How would wou go sbout sobing this problam 2 That is how
| gal the résges i1f the mien, &nd that is haw | learned” Mow she acis
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“People Say 1 i3 poor econimy, bul | am as busty a2 ever” Some might
descnibe her a5 a workaholic, a5 she ‘5-5-:"E|'.l5 |.'.|'l||: Si% hours a F-'Eh'l and
= almpst alwaus busy. She enjoys the consiant challenpe.

Shie describes herself as down-to-garth and rr.ndlz-‘.n becomne part of
&team that does not highlight her mole a5 2 woman; “I'm r2ally a jeans and
[-shirt kind of gal. | am Surrounded with architects, cvil engineers and
builders.” Most impartant toa nrsjrr'. going smocthly s assombiing the

I'ig_hr peopes- - | know That one Dad appee can destnoy the whale bunch.
And i takes time 10 hind just the right members of the t=am; sa when
sormeine hires me, I|'|'~._I hirg my tes 1y

Good relstons with pE0pee in The wicinmy of her pROjects 15 andather ey
ingredient; “When | am building a house, | respect the neighbors, We come
imthere for 11 or 12 manths, and so like totell them what wea are doing.
LFper all, thesy hove 1o 1oéerate uva” Her goodwill pestures include $&=nd
ing the neighboring houschalds fruit baskets, and plowing them out in
the event of 3 snowstoern. After 2 el of Duiding, My cligms Setame

weny good friends ﬁnnn‘inrshﬂj mess mo and decide o build aneth-

or house so'we can work together again

Sheasserts that there B ngsuch thing 25 3 perficct housg or building
*The onfy thing you can hope 1o get from your bullder is someane who
will stand behind the prodect. It = sl about reputation, not perfection
My product speaks for itsell”

St belowes that Ty nuilkders should rot b in this busingss 32
all, “They kmow othirg about builiding, and theu think i is jest like amy
ather business, bul it's ned. | fesl that the good builders will stay s1and
ng and the bad will fold " Stumpo, in contrest, has a folder filled with rave
rEsEWS Fiom the peapie hor whoem She has warked. | stand behind all my
work. , Somigtimies '.h.'!l_. =l me if there & a chip in the paint ndoars after
hey hiave ricved thelr furndure in, | have even been called 1o cha nga 4
fight bulb! They feel comfortable with me; we kave become friends,”

Stumipo's father, Robert Leonand, was Invobacd n =|'.-'='r_~1|_|r_\-"'1._.'_=:n;l'5-§-
es whia Cindy was growing up n Revers and Chelsea. “When | was 10
ytars dld, | warisd oo po ol and work with my Ether with a bnefcase in
nl_:han.': | digkn’t veang 10 stay) home with my meather and do girl'.nings_'
she even Bdmits that, @ Uil Carme Tormu norme, | WO Ko o 1o
make a cup of caffes for gyou, But | do know how to build 2 house (™

Juggding campeting demands is a talent she has used 1o her advan-
tape: “Twe alwoys been gond &1 muitasking, st Se my father. Hewas
atremendous influence on me_ | leamed the fundamentals of being a
Sucres s il busiresswiaman from him.

She describes herself a5 3 strong, fieroely Ioyal person with high stan-

We Could Tell You It's Quite Simply The Finest Resort On Cape Cod.
But We Wouldn't Want To He Guilty OF Understatement.
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dands. Stumpan's upbringng Eught her Now 1o
balance her personaliny with thoss of others .
“Whon | was very yourg,.. there were kids on
every block to plaa with, Then we mived 12
Wesr Feabody, and when | was 12 or 13, we
mved to Dudiey Read in Mewion. Bwas a cul-
ture shock for me! Thene were nio kids on Tha
SIrESL COmers.”

In the end, she decided t Stay in Nowton
and Brookling for the sake of beng near her
wo children. in addition, “We always wanted
0 give back to the community that we live in.”
Sauimpa married at age 2L and hér daughler,
Samantha, naw 20 800 & Sudent 3t Went-
worth, was bom when she wes 23 Her san
Chad 15 13, When he visits heron @ work site,
she encoursges him ta pitchin.
schopis. Samartha was atiending the Daek Hill
Middie School in April 2001, when the s1ary
brake that & bus crash in Canads cisemed the
livas of four sturents. Her mather nsshed
over, ended up warking the phanes to help
comdingle free transportation i and from
Canada Stumpo recalls, “The awports _
needed svery Single PErEON's name, e of
birth and religion for customs." Cmdy's hus-
hiand Joe Hew L L2nata and Back with many
of tha parents and children. Cindy Stumpe
salved 3 difficult problem when Senator
Edward Kennedy called 1 offer is condo-
lences: Stumpa told him that they had 2
plang in the air that the Canadian suthorties
were not allowing to land becauss S of the:
passengers were not LS. cnmens. Minutes
katar, the plang wes given chesrance.

Stumpo woukd ke to rinforce 3 kesson
wornin in hercormmuniy in oder forthes iobe
mane wiamen in her business, “hey canl be
milimised . Puna woman in thes e, and
whe will oulsinne 3 man _. | wanT wormen—and
especially my daughter—to feel ths wan
Women have a choice in what they wend todo,
it an educstion, fird OUT whiat Wou 3R merest-
ed inard do it You malke your own S

Speaking of making your oen desting,
after enduring yeoss of Hew England weather,
Swwimpa recentiy took out & bailder's license n
Florita— jus! in case She seCades on 3 warmer
climare soanewhars down tha line.



